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Where am I?
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Washington K-12 OER Project

• OER Awareness and Advocacy: increasing 
district awareness of OER and providing 
resources to locate, evaluate, adopt, and 
implement OER. 

• OER Review and Development: working 
with districts to develop full-course or unit 
level OER aligned to learning standards.

• OER Library: maintaining a library of 
resources that have been developed by 
OSPI grantees or collaborators and aligned 
to Washington K-12 Learning Standards.

Washington K-12 OER Project

OSPI building | CC BY
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Washington OER Hub

OER Commons  Washington Hub

What is the Washington OER Hub?
The Washington OER Hub is an online 
library for freely sharing K-12 open 
educational resources created by and 
curated for educators. 

Our Vision 
To harness the potential of OER to share 
resources widely - promoting equitable
access to standards-aligned, quality
instructional materials. 

http://www.oercommons.org/hubs/washington

http://www.oercommons.org/hubs/washington
http://www.oercommons.org/hubs/washington


Working Groups

OSPI Content Areas OSPI Grantees/Collaborators Washington Districts/Schools

• Robust lessons, units, and core instructional material 

• CREATED by OSPI grantees, staff in partnership with Washington educators, and collaborators



Continuous Learning Collections

Content Areas Audience

• Resources selected for alignment to standards, usefulness for remote learning situations, 
and/or integration of multiple subject areas

• CURATED by OSPI content experts and educator partners



Hub Benefits

• Platform to share materials beyond 
the individual district or building

• Equitable access to a growing pool 
of comprehensive open materials 
aligned to state learning standards 

• Gave us a head start on the 
distribution of materials designed to 
support remote learning

Washington OER Hub Playlist

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLh0gvWB_9LuWl6lTahJYR2NTjVQXsZJfA


Resource Pipeline to the OER Hub
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Open licensing of existing OSPI material

Since Time Immemorial: Tribal 
Sovereignty in Washington State

• Comprehensive materials for grades K-12 

• Legislatively mandated instructional 
materials -required in all schools

• Created in partnership with private and 
public agencies and the Federally 
Recognized Tribes in Washington State

Modeling Our World 
with Mathematics

• Modularly-designed mathematics course 
designed to follow Geometry

• Career-connected thematic units where 
students use high school mathematics to 
analyze everyday life and work

• Thematic units include: Health & Fitness,  
Environmental Science, Civic Readiness, 
Finances for Life, Digital World, and the Arts

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/resources-subject-area/time-immemorial-tribal-sovereignty-washington-state
https://www.oercommons.org/courseware/lesson/72576


• Material created by League of Women Voters of 
Washington

• Resource widely used throughout state 

• Digital version free to download but terms of use 
prohibited adaptation and redistribution

• Open licensing requested and approved (non-
commercial use)

External partners - Request to openly license

State We're In: Washington

https://www.oercommons.org/courses/the-state-we-re-in-washington


• Convene educators with deep content knowledge and 
existing materials to share

• Review content for standards alignment

• Review using Open Licensing Checklist

• Attribute, adapt, and replace content if necessary

• Apply license

• Submit materials to the Washington OER Hub

Collaborative development with district teams

https://www.oercommons.org/courseware/lesson/73494


Curation of third-party resources

• Clear learning objectives and goals

• Aligned to learning standards

• Accurate and relevant

• Developmentally and culturally 
appropriate

• Support sound teaching practice

• User-friendly design and easily obtainable 
resources

• Preferred: integration of multiple subject 
areas/useful for remote learning situations COVID-19 & Health Equity, High School Science

https://www.oercommons.org/courses/covid-19-health-equity-high-school-science


Competitive OER grant program

Grants 31

Teachers 2,809

Students 102,945

• Development of core or unit 
instructional materials

• Resources aligned to state learning 
standards. Content integration 
preferred.

• All resources produced with grant 
funds must be openly licensed

• All resources must be submitted to 
the Washington Hub on OER 
Commons.

$497,000 spent since 2013



OER Grant Projects and Reports

Populations impacted 
• Teachers, students, parents, policymakers

Benefits
• Collaboration and professional learning
• Increased pool of standards-aligned instructional materials
• Quality resources in under-represented content areas

Challenges
• Time
• Comfort level with instructional materials development
• Technical issues

Teacher and student outcomes – how was effectiveness measured?
• Varied heavily w/ project but primarily qualitative in nature

OER Grant Findings - Overview

https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-grant-management/oer-project-grants


OER Grant Findings - Cost shifting

With the funds the district normally 
would have spent on textbooks, officials 
are giving teachers release time from 
class and paying them for extra hours so 
they can observe and learn from each 
other.

Tumwater School District

Approximate savings to district: 
$68,000

While the financial savings have been 
significant, the money saved was 
utilized in the OER development 
process to provide genuine teacher 
collaboration around instruction which 
ultimately improves student outcomes.

Puyallup School District

Approximate savings to district: 
$755,590



OER Grant Projects and Reports

Positive changes in student engagement
Teachers who have taught the instructional sequence as presented in our 
OER units report the following student outcomes through anecdotal observations:

• increased interest and engagement in science learning
• reduction of disruptive behaviors amongst students who are struggling 

learners
• increased career awareness and curiosity
• increased ability of students to articulate relevant questions about content
• increased involvement of parents in students’ science learning
• class discussions that cover more rigorous topics and delve deeper into 

science topics
Educational Service District 112

OER Grant Projects - Teacher and Student Outcomes 1

https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-grant-management/oer-project-grants


OER Grant Projects and Reports

Improved student performance

Students' progress towards meeting standards increased as measured by 
writing assignments, end of unit assessments, and conferring. Student
discourse using evidence to justify their thinking increased. 

By the end of the year, students were reading more complex texts 
independently. 

Efficacy was also measured through classroom observations, peer 
observation, and coaching cycles.

Grandview School District

OER Grant Projects - Teacher and Student Outcomes 2

https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-grant-management/oer-project-grants


OER Grant Projects and Reports

The development of the Conceptual Physics course was a great success on all 
counts. 

The curriculum was implemented successfully, with a high degree of enthusiasm 
and engagement for both students and teachers. 

The OER nature of the development proved liberating, rather than restricting, 
and the final product is one that should prove easily adoptable for any high 
school that wishes to add a physics option for the general student population.

Oak Harbor Public Schools

OER Grant Projects - Teacher and Student Outcomes 3 2

https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-grant-management/oer-project-grants


Adapting and sharing on the Washington OER Hub

Collaborative Development
Teacher guide

External partner
Original work

OER Grantee District
Translated and adapted



Except where otherwise noted, this work by the Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction is licensed under a Creative Commons 4.0 International License.

Contact Us!

@waOSPI_OER

barbara.soots@k12.wa.us

OSPI Website

OER Project Website

Washington OER Hub
Sign up for newsletter

mailto:barbara.soots@k12.wa.us?subject=OER%20Inquiry
mailto:barbara.soots@k12.wa.us
http://www.k12.wa.us/oer/
https://www.k12.wa.us/
https://www.k12.wa.us/oer
https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/washington
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAOSPI/subscriber/new
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAOSPI/subscriber/new
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